





































^ BADERS 

ART SUPPLY 

1113 Locust 

St Louis, Mo. 
314-421-2870 

w# • 

S=^- 8001 Maryland 

W ClaytonJo. 

314 862-8980 

Sfci: • 

The best in 
art supplies on 

T either side of 

the riser. 

ha 

LARRY’S 

MACAZIME SHOP 

m 

Coins 

Comics f & 

Collectors* Item 

Mags 

• 

Top Selection 

1405 IK Main St, 

Bellesille, Illinois 

235-6770 


iJiS? 

PM BELLEVILLE 

mWl BOOK & GOLF 

S:f=f STORE 

^ Largest Selection 

: E-iri including 

•Bestsellers 
•Reference 

-15 i • Childrens* Books 

£=:'m •Classics 

- 1 = special orders,taken 

if all books serving school 

& TV and retail outlets. 

Cl "ti ^ 

THE 

APOCALYPSE 

• 

Head Shop for 
Discriminating 

Clothes Freaks 

# 

6 North Church 
in 

Belleville 

234-9742 

• 


Couja*-CorMc«Inc. tal<eS prUe in presenting tte jusplcious tratoim of the IS+ comic tnajazine. 

EXCALIBER; a s,« w 

eWarirt Plttejr. adv'tsor^ Ger^U Brown,editor. FtnooUfY qviotfiQ) l‘*7lT'iew York unes. 






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Cxcaliber 





So HELPME, 

IF 1 GET OUT OF 
THIS ALIUE.I LL 
IV/EUER EffT STALE 
PORK ON LENT 
AGAINI 



































































































































GROOVi! 


I believe IMTRODOcnoWff 
ARE IN ORDER! MY NAME IS 

Bodgalviq^uniare 

BUT FOR EXPEDIENCE, YOU 
MAY CALL ME “sOD” I HAIL 
FROM A WORLD IN THE FOURTH 
STAR GUJADRAMT IN SECTOR 
NINE! J 


YOU'RE KlbDlM&!» 


1 DO NOT KNOCkl UIHAT 
YOUR WORDS PORTEND/ 
MY FRIEND/ BUT Since 
YOU ARE THE ONLY 
OTHER ONE AMONG US 
VaJHO is AWAKE... 2 


• — AND SINCE WE P 
ARE BOTH FELLOW 
PRISONERS OF SORTS 
I AM duty-bound ' 
TO SET YOU FREE! 


L-USTEN, YOU.. 
I K-KNOW THE 
GENEVA RULES 
BY HEART, 

^ And- —^ 


NOW, IF You'll 
TUST TURN THIS 
TAXI AROUND, I'UE 
Got AN ?:30 
APPOINTMENT 
TOMORROW 
MORNING WITH 
AN IMPORTANT 
CLIENTI 


-BUT friend, I 
KNOW NOTHING 
ABOUT STAR-DRIVE. 
AND EVEN IF I DIP .. 
ONLY OUR CAPTORS 
CAN READ THESE c& 
UNI-CHARTS! ^ 

-ACTUAaY,! WAS 
HOPING THAT YOU'D 
BE familiar OmTH 
THIS SHIP'S 
OPERATION!! 


€xcalilier 


OUlWi: WATCH « 
•T, WILLYA?" THIS 
IS THE ONLY GOOD 
SUIT I BROUGHT 
ALONG) ^ 


And you are^M l 


MORT PARKER OF 
THE FOURTH-FLOOR 
OF THE TENAMENT OF 
THIRTY-THIRD AND 
RUSHMOREi 
THAT'LL HAVE TO 
Do IN LIEU OF NAME, 
RANK AND SERIAL 
NUMBER! 























































































































Cxcaliljer 



l^LL..SO LOW& AS ill 

VIE ARE ABOOTTHETASKOF IIMTRODUCING ^ 
OURSELVES, LET ME TELL YOU A BJT ABOUT 

THE WORLD I ORIGIMATE FROM 


MAY RECIPROCATE 


...THOUGH, admittedly, MY 
LDW& PERIOD OF CAPTIVITY IN 
SPACE HAS GIVEN ME AMPLE 
TIME TO PONDER MY OWN 
WORLD’S SPECIAL TRAGEDY, 

IT EVER PERPLEXES ME HOW 
AS FAR Advanced a race 
AS WE CORBEINS COULD HAVE 
RESPONDED TO SO CRUEL A 
DESTINY WITH SUCH COMPLACENCY 


...YOU SEE, A DISTANT RACE, COUNTl^SS 
BILLIONS OF LIGHT YEARS 
KNOWN TO US THROUGH THAT DESTINY, 
AND WOULD HAVE EVER REMAINED DETACHED 
AND UNKNOWN TO US... S^E 
IRRELEVANT BABBLING WE PICKED UP 
FROM THEM... AND THE HORRIBLE GENETIC 
IMBALANCE THEY UNWITTINGLY CREATED 
BY WAY Of A MYSTERIOUS RADIATION 

that was unleashed by their war- 
weapons.. CONDUCTED THROUGH THE 
VACUUME OF SPACE... AND CONTRACTED 
BY MY RACE, LIKE A PANDEMIC 
BACTERIAI 


.. PHYSIOLOGICALLY, WE 
CORBEINS WERE ONCE VERY 
CLOSE TO YOUR MAKEOR MORT 
PARKER-. PERHAPS THIS IS WHY 
I FEEL SOMETHING CLOSE TO 
KINSHIP WITH YOU NOW...BUT 
THE GENETIC IMBALANCE 
CAUSED OUR EVOLUTION ID 
SPEED UP FRANTICALLY... SOIAE 
OF OUR NEWBORN WERE THROW- 
BACKS-. OTHERS FUTURISTIC 

mutates... only throu^ 

carefully-tooled, CA^FULLY 
PLANNED ADVANCES IN THE 
EUGENIC SCIENCES WERE WE 
To SALVAGE WHAT WAS 
LeS- our RACE. WE BECAME 

SKILLED IN THE SELECTIVE 

breeding of various 

OF WORKERS AND THINKERS... 
Trt THE EKTENT THAT WHAT 
^?EW£ C»ICE VOCATIONS 
beSn^R^esiwe^ned 

the ultimate curse* 

























































































Cxcaliber 


I DID MOT MEAN TO 
TROUBLE YOU WITH MY 
OViJiM PROBLEMS, FELLOW 
WAYFARER...THE SLAVER 
MITTIEANS CAPTUREDME 
MANY EONS BEFORE YOU, 
AMD REGRETTABLY. T HAVE 
TO BE REMINDED TO 
RECOGNIZE COMMON 
COURTESIES FROM TIME 
TO TIME. 

...BESIDES...YOU HAVE 
PROBLEMS o?"YOUR 
OWNI 




BROTHER, YOU CAN 
SAY THAT AGAINl ...SAY, 
HOW CAN YOU SPEAK MY 
LANGUAGE SO UlELL'* 



IN RESPONSE TO 
YOUR QUESTION, OR 
AT LEAST AS MUCH OF IT 
AS 1 UNDERSTAND, THE 
SLAVERS, OF NECESSITY, 

MUST BE READILY CAPABLE 
OF ACCURATELY COMMUNI¬ 
CATING WITH ANY OF THE 
HUNDREDS OF REPRESENTATIVE 
RACES ON BOARD. MECHANICAL 
DEVICES ARE TOO INEFFICIENT. 

MY GUESS IS THAT THEY UsE 
SOME SPECIAL ATMOSPHERIC 
MIX THAT ELECTRO-MAGNETICALLY 
FUSES AND TRANSMITTS BRAIN- 
IMPULSE PATTERNS'. 


IF YOU'RE GOING 
TO BE SPENDING A 
LOT OF TIME IN 
ARTIFICIAL GRAV, 
YOU’D BEST SHED 
YOUR CEREMONIAL 


MIND YOU, NOld. 
I COULD BE 
UIRON&'. 

















































































































Cxcaliber 


HEY'. t 'THISTHIWGS 
GOT ME BY THE 
^ LEGS'/HELPh 


TREAD STEALTHILY 1 
BUT carefully, my K 
FRIEWD... DAWGER 
STALKS THE CORRIDORS 
^ GF THE UIMKWOWNl 


WHA-what?.”? 


J YEESri , ■ 

UIHAT 

DIALOGUE 


I... AM.... 
PAIWFUL.LY 
A.. A WARE. 
OF OUR...PRe 

DICAMEIMT" 

UNNNNl.< 


SOME... - 

K1(\ID... OF..BIOLOGIC 
... DEFENSE... MECHANISM, 
eUlLT... TRANSPLAMTED. 
INTO SHIP'S... HULL!'. 
...DRAUIIWG US...TO A 
central DIGESTIV/C 

. CORE'.'. 


now to marshall 

MV STRENGTH REMAINING 
AND FREE MY FRIEND!' 


WOW WHAT^ 


EWOUGHII 


I'LL REDIRECT 

this electrical 

POWER... FREE 
MYSELF!.' V 

MV COSTUME'LL 
PROTECT ME' 


tWHEUIL. 
GLAD YOU’RE 
ON MY SIDE' 


IT APPEARS 
THAT THE DANGER 
IS NOT YET OI/ERl 





































































































































Cxcalitier 



How DO we * 
GET 8Y THEMl 


I FEAR OUR 
INTENSIVE ACTIVITY 
HAS ALERTED OUR 
HOSTS//_. 


WE FIGHT - \ 

LIKE FREEMEM 
WERE BORN TO 

L oon 


HOW LONG THIS 
CHARACTER STANDS 
UP TO A LITTLE 
BASIC ORIENTAL ' 
, KNOWHOW I ^ 










NOW WHAT’.'. ‘ 

TTIE WHOLE SHIPIS 
SHAKINCH _ 


WE MUST 

HAVE INADVERTANTL'f 
TRIGGERED SOME 
OMEGA CIRCUIT 
IN DESTROYING p| 
THOSE DEFENSE M 
ORGANISMS! ^ 
QUICKLY...TOTHE M 
TRANSPORT M 
ROOM! 
































































































































































Cxcaliijer 




Bod/' did 

YOU SEE THE 
MOIMO&RAM- PLATE 
OM THIS COWTROL 
PANELT 


PERHAPS* 


I HAVE NEVER ACTUALLY SEEN A 
TERIU^N^. but I KNOUl THEIR KIND 
IaIELL^ for IT Va/AS their KILLER 
INSTINCT WHICH CONDEMNED MY RACE 
TO AN ETERNITY OF HELL! ARTIFICIAL 
PROCREATION/ and HERE UIE ARE 
CONFRONTED WITH CONCRETE 
EVIDENCE THAT ONE SUCH BEING 
HAD BEEN TAKEN 

CAPTIVE ABOARD 'i W 

THE NIITTYSHIP/ 




IT IS FORTUNATE- 
FOR HIM THAT HE WAS 
BLOWN TO ATOMS 
WHEN THE SHIP EX' 
PLODEO... HIS END AT 
MY HANDS WOULD NOT 

-have 50 clean 

AMD DECISIVE! 


OUR INERTIA IS 
STABILI2IN&! BUT 
THAT MAD NUCLEAR 
BLAST LEFT US 
STRANDED IN 
UNCHARTED SPACE-. 
PERHAPS WO BETTER 
OFF THAN THOSE 
NOBLE CAPTIVES 
WHOSE ASHES 
WE LEFT BEHIND. 


STAY WITH ME, 
MORT PARkCR,ANO 
BE MY PARTNER IN 
T08TICE-. COSMIC 
VENGEANCE WILL 
BE EXACTED... ^ 


NEXT TO MY MOST ^ 

CHERISHED DESIRE...Tt> FIND 
A WELL-marked PATHWAY HOME 
MY SECONDARY AMBITION IS TO 
find the HOME-world OF 
THE BARBARIC TERRANS g 

AND REPAY THEM IN KIND I 

FOR THE ATROCITY ' 

THEY'VE committed... 

knowingly or unknowingly... 
...TEAR that world ASUIVDER? 


IT SAYS. 

“excaliber”.., lettered 

IN OLD ENGLISH 
SCRIPT, YETI! 


YES...THE MITTEANS 
HAD A PECULIAR CUSTOM 
OF NAMINGTHEIR SHUTTLE- 
CRAFT AFTER SLAVE LEGENDS.. 
IN AUTHENTIC SLAVE SCRIPT/ 
IRONICALLY. IN THIS 
CASE, A TEHRAN 
LEGENDI 
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STARGAZERS 


forcrive the aq;ate-sized type, we 
hope, but it vxas rep^rettably neceaeary to do thinf^s 
this way in order to Jam everythin^; we had to gay 
into the ri.p^ht space* 1 don’t knox 7 who it wag who 
initiated the policy of havinpi: a pa^e of required 
editorial text in mapcazines such as this one, but 
we don’t necessarily subscribe to it.* even thouf^h 
admittedly there are certain facts we wanted some¬ 
how to brinp; to your attention, in this particular 
edition* One of those facts deals with the tempor¬ 
ary nature of this rather ambitious project: this 
is a pilot book, to F^auoie reader response to a new 
and somex^hat revolutionary kind of comic* Actually, 
we nrefer to think of ^caliber as a kind of iLlus- 
trated novel; a logical extension to a much abused 
and overstated art form, perhaps more closely re¬ 
lated to television than to literature* We took a 
page from Richard Gorben’s textbook and coupled it 
with some of the more interesting literary trends 
explored by harvel-i’imely, and came up with an in¬ 
teresting, popularized comics style, which x^^e hope 
x^rill be favorably received by comics fans and non¬ 
fans as well* Like the famous J.A.R* of the under¬ 
ground circuit, who SIU:3 students ^mow x>fell, \4e do 
not deal in explicatives, and prefer to remain re¬ 
motely detached from the stories themselves* There 
is no way to take commies seriously, imless you are 
either a collector or an art major. An men, though, 
have a need to fanticize, to explore uncharted and 
dangerous regions through vicarious means. A^nox^ring 
this, then, our goal is more to explore hitherto- 
untapped veins of a rich, literary resource**.that 
bastardized form of x^itin^ ^aiox^m as science fie - 
tion. • .and to emerge with new slants on old themeq 
a new relevance. 

Your host, admittedly, is a x^n-iter in an 
artist’s costume, but enjoys working in art almost 
as he does pounding a typex-rriter* Working up 
strip'as a sideline in an already overcrowded time¬ 
table it has so far taken him over two months to 
(ret half the book done. A firm commitment will not 
be made xmtil all the votes from prospective read¬ 
ers are in, but your host assures you that a 
of this nature could conceivably be put together a 
lot faster. x>rere full attention given to it on a 
full-time basis; say, bi-monthly. But, he assur es 
ug there will have to be a very definite resportse 
from a very real audience before this book can be- 
come a reality. In other words, if you read it and 
you like it enough to want to 
^ for God's sake write when you can, and 
what you think of j^aalibar. '-/e even gave this^ge 
a nice simple, conventional title so you won t he 
emharaUed addressing the envelope for your note. 

In all probability, your mailman will think 

you're writing to Jean Dixon. 

If the resuonse is good, we 11 turn all of 
our future editorial pages oyer to reader 
a constructive means of exchanging ideas and con 


cepts. Stands to reason that, since this is going 
to be a book slanted towards a mass audience,that 
audience should have a voice in the kinds of art 
and stories that go into it. With us, you have an 
added advantage, since we’re working on a limited 
budget with limited resou-r'ces. Since we’re quite 
anxious to have your business, x*je*re Just as anx¬ 
ious to find ways of pleasing you* Uh, of course, 
since we’re not underground, we’ll have to kind of 
cool the sex a bit*.sorry, guys. But aside from 
that, anything goes, as far as x^re’re concerned. 

Incidentally, v/hile we’re about doing ac¬ 
knowledgements, I’d like to personally thank'good 
ole Charlie Fitts from Granite for acting as ad¬ 
visor to this first editiop, and to wish'him luck 
in his underground endeavor. Of course, x/ith help 
from J.A.H. himself, there isn’t much luck invol¬ 
ved. de d like to extend an open invitation to^i*. 
Fitts to lend us his adroit pen whenever the mood 
strikes him, because his art is great. * truely fbod 
to the eye. We’d also like to thank his buddy l"r. 
Butch B, for devoting his time and attention to 
the script for the opening installment of ^xcali - 
bj^i! , even though his fantastic illustrations X'/ere 
withdrax^ at the last moment. We x-xish Butch luck 
in whatever he’s trying to get ax>ray with doxm in 
Florida, and vrith his oxm strip, Fhiddeas Fhoom , 
which your host v/rote the script for. sorry, 

but the exPlicatives snuck in by accident. It’ s 
Just that vxhen you have an opportunity to consort 
with talent of the caliber of these gentlemen (or 
is it ^-caliber*?) you become somewhat sensitive 
to their enthusiasm* 'The brainstorming sessions 
at Larry’s in Belleville had a lot to do with tie 
eventual initiation of this Project, guys*I hope 
you enjoy it too* 

-^11 of this back-patting and in-blabbing 
is boring, boring, boring. *to write as x>rell as to 
read, so x^e’ll dispense x^ith it. Cne final note, 
though, before vje go on*, in this area particular¬ 
ly, there are a group of incredibly talented art 
affectionados x>rhich I would personally like Id in¬ 
vite into the fold, to get the greatest variety 
of art styles possible. Among those vxho are pro¬ 
ficient in the medixim are talented Thomas Bohn , 
who would fill this prescription quite nicely, a 
nomadic romanticist named Buane Hobinson,who was 
last seen meditating on a waterbed at. the Apoca¬ 
lypse, and hostile Savage, who feels, like an 
axf/ful lot of us do, that prices for collector’s 
editions have gotten out of hand. Your host last 
collaborated x^rith Tom Bohn on the Antiman ^ xrhich 
we’re seriously considering doing a revival of* 

As for our current intentions regarding a 
certain sr>ace odyssey, they’ve already been men¬ 
tioned, but can be boiled dox^m briefly intc two 
well marked words: to entertain, h hope X'Xe have 
stumbled onto a formxila that you’ll enjoy, and 
x*;ant to see more of* Your interest, not to men¬ 
tion your money, is greatly appreciated* 

The address, if you have any ^thoughts yoxfd 
like to share with us, is** 9 '-^est j^oesterer St., 
Freeburg, Illinois, 622if.3, curiously enough. 

More of this later. 
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FANNONTARY 


Cordell 


"^our hnnble Host v/ent all throufch 

]^5.s f5-les last w:ek, see^’clnpi; choice quota - 
tions to supplement th5 s (raneral information 
pacce from nationally renowned media expert 
jSdmimd Carpenter, but to no avail;apparent¬ 
ly someone cleaned up the joint since last 
meeting. So instead, here is a short auo^te 
from an article by ^^an Carlins’^cy of the Hew 
"iork dimes' 

•'Conic book collecting has been growing ^ow- 
ly but steadily since the series of nostalga 
waves began in the middle 1960s.Today, serious 
- not to say'obsessive - collectors who ana¬ 
lyze stories, criticize their art v;ork, and 
even examine the binding staples,have creat¬ 
ed a full-fledged market, with all the trim¬ 
mings* conventions where buyers and sellers 
meet, numerous trade journals (called fan¬ 
zines”) and hundreds of dealers. 

"The bulk of the comic book market is made 
via mail order, but in most big cities you 
can buy over-the-counter from a shopkeeper . 
One such man is Edward Spinmer, a bearded,poiy- 
tailed 26-year-old filmmaker. Summer 5a owner 
of the Super snipe Comic ^tnporium of Hew 

York City. 

y..Summer said'IPbere is a tremendous revival 
in comic books and the industry is producing 
a lot of what I believe will be toportant 
comic books. So it*s good to stockpile. 

To which we might add. after having poured 
over the current Overstreet a dozen or two 
dozen times, the two recent mags that nave 


accrued the most monetary value in the shortest 
amovint of time are the two xiew Kirby books from 
National. ^ug., 1972. Hint condition 
priced at ^1.00) and Kamandi ^ Oct., 1972 , 
tiint condition priced at .1|.0) though frankly,we 
expected the latter to have accrued ^re, and 
good ole SyraniTi '.Chinijr by Wpightson, (#1, Kov,1972 
hint condition priced at $1.00.) also a National 
book. 


On a more personal note, the original art from 
this auspicious issue of will be ex¬ 
hibited in St. Louis at the mini-con to be held 
at the Cateway Hotel July 13th. Too bad the mag 
itself isn't coming out until August. Oh,well.. 
v;e think we enjoyed it. 

By the way, since we're not jquite non-profit... 
(even though we're getting closer to it alllthe 
time) we're going to offer original art to our 
readers for sale oh a very limited basis. This 
offer will begin with the second issue, though. 
Art from the debut edition is nat for'sale. If 
we ceme under %cio heavy critical fire,we may be 
forced to suspend the offer, but we'll try once 
and see. 

In the futur^i this page will be devoted solely 
to serious criticism of the comix mediiim, using' 
both quotes and commentary from national sources 
and fanaines alike. Obviously, w# believe In the 
medium#•otherwise, we wouldn^t have gone to the 
trouble of putting the book together.to start 
with. We'll be discussing both underground and 
over-the-counter domic mag8««and maybe, if luek 
is re ally with us, we'll find that blastedgfiote 
from wamenter.Wbo imowa? 


for another 




truely unique 



THE 

entertainment 



BOOKSTORE 

experience, 

The 



^ in the 
gtuoentbnion 

SI CHARLES 




THEATRE and 
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1 SlU jCbtnarbSihiUe 

in the heart of 
historic Old 

St Charles, Mo. 



probthe for 
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performing 
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arts. 
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WELCOME 1 
BACK TO THE 
LAWD OF the 
LIVING-,T o COIN 
A PHRASE. 


COULD BE 
90METHINGI 
ATE I 


»IF YOU’RE ONE OF THOSE TWO 

unfortunate people in the civi¬ 
lised WESTERN World who like to 

START REAOlft®^ A BOOK IN THE MIDDLE/ 
PRO&RESStN& IN BOTH DIRECTIONS AT 
QHce, we REFER TOO TO PACES 
AND ‘I FOR FURTHER EXPLANATI<»>. 

-H€lpful Host. 


FOR. PREY TELL’ 


He'S starting 

TO WAKE UPI I'LL 
HAVE To EAT THIS 
BLASTED ENTRY I 
WROTE TO KEEP 
HIM FROM READING 
IT? IF HE CAW 
RECOGNIZE A 
PHONETIC STRUCTURE 
FOR OLD ENGLISH 
♦ “TERRAN” HE'LL SEE 
IT IN MY HANDWRITING 
AS WELLI 


AH, FRIEND 
MORT„I FEEL 
AS IF I’VE SLEPT 
FOR A HUNDRED 

TIME TO RESUME 
MY POST AT 
THE CONSOLE. 


"URRPPrTHIS 
STUFF'S AWFUL !! | 
HOPE IT ISN'T i 
POISONOUS? 


Just vnhat is 
IT YOU'RE LOOKING 


IS THERE Something 

AMISS’ YOU DON'T 

LdOK WEa» . 


OUR TICKET 
HOME, MORT 
PARKER... SOME¬ 
THING I'VE HEARD 
WHISPERED 
LEGENDS OF IN 
MANY OF MV 
HOME GALAXY'S 
SPACEPORTS FOR 
COUNTLESS 
EONS I 4 
... A SOURCE- I 


STAR!' 


OUR ELECTRO-CHEMICAL 
AMALYIER GAVE OFF A 
SPECTROG-RAPHIC READOUT 
ON A DISTANT PHENOMENON 
WHICH MIGHT BE SUCH A STAR 
BEFORE I DOZED OFF. 

A SOURCE-STAR ISN'T A 
REAL STAR... IT'S A KIND OF 
DISRUPTION that sends 
LIGHT-RAYS AND EVERY¬ 
THING IN THEIR PATH INTO 
A FUNNEL APPARATIOW. IP 
WE CAN FIND THE “MOOTH* 
OF THE FUNNEL, WEU BE 
ABLE TO REVERSE THE 
TIME-FLOW IN A VERY 
SELECT RANGE, ENABLING 
US TO LITERALLY "UNLIVE" 
OUR MISFORTUNITouS 
SPACE-NAPPING/ 


TM NOT SURE UlHAT 
YOU SAID , BUT I SURE 
LIKE THE WAY YoU 
SAID ITI 
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- BUT IF U/E 
DEVIATE FROM OUR 
PRESEMT COURSE 
OR OUR PRESEWT 
RATE OF TRAVEL 
OWE IOTA, OUR 
CALCULATIONS 
WILL BE ALTERED..^ 
AMD WE'LL LOSE 
THAT PRICELESS 
i OPPORTUNITY 
b FOREUER... 


THERE'S 
SOMETHIWG 
UP AHEAD! 


FOR, WE WERE ^ 

LUCKY TO HAVE ® 

FOCUSED ONTO M 

THIS SOURCE- M 

STAR WITH THE ^ 

LIMITED FACILITIES 
WE HAVE ON BOARD 
THIS CRAFT... 

AMD OUR SPEED IS 
LIMITED, SINCE 
WE ARE NOT EQUIPPED 

With star-drive. 


I THINK WOT- 


WE'RE UPON IT MUCH 
Too SOON IF IT IS. 


^ HKIF! 

LOOKS LIKE ^ 
A GALECTIC 
BOWLING-BALI I 


COULD BE A STRAY ^ 

SATELLITE-. T’M CHECKING 
CALIBRATIONS NOW. - 


THE OBJECT BEFORE US 
IS GEOMETRICALLY PERFECT. 
CIRCUMFERENCE MEASURED 
TO THE NTH DEGREE 


THIS IS... 
UNBELIEVABLE I 


THING OF n 

ABSOLUTE 

PERFECTION' 


_ GIVING 

OFF AN INFINITE RANGE OF 
RADIO SIGNALS. OF INFINITE 

intensity, in a perfectly 
UNIFORM FASHIONI ^ 

MASS... INFINITE !*- ^ 

RffTE... PERFECTLY UNIFORM- 
IF MEASURABLE AT ALL ." 

WO FLAW... WO DEVIATION/ 
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HOUJ MAGWIFJCEWr 
A RACE MUST HAVE 
CONSTRUCTED IT... 
HOUl MOBLE A 
BCIM& MUST HAVE 
COMCEIUED ITI* 


T HATE TO PUT 

A damFer om your 

REUGIOUS 

developmewt, but 

JUST lAl THE WAY 
OF PASSIW& 
OBSERVATIOW.THAT 
"THIAJG'OUT THERE 
IS 6LOCKIIVIG OUR 
PATH',' 


;/ 



Them VaJE WILL YIELD... 

EVEW AT THE COST OF 
LOSiWfr OUR HOMES FOREVER I 
GREAT MEW SACRIFICE THEIR 
LIVES TO CREATE IDEALS 
LESSER MEN DIE ON 
BATTLEFIELDS TO 
PRESERVE. OM SUCH B 
A PRIWCIPLE, 1 CAWWOT ^ 
ALLOW THE OBJECT f #' 
\ IWTERSECTIWG-OUR 
f PATH TO BE DISTURBED. 

I AM TRUELY SORRY, 

M MY FRIEND! _ r 


IF HE THINKS I'M 
GOING ID GIVE UP 
MY OWE TICKET 
HOME BECAUSE 
OF BAD TRAFFIC 
COWDITIOWS^HE'S 
SCREWY!'. ^ 
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STRETCH YOUR ^ 

DIMIMUTIVE IMAGi/V/ATfOfY; 

MORT PARKER ...TRY TO 
IMAGIME THE DISASTER 
You MAY HAVE UWWITT/Mfr- 
LY BROUGHT ABOUT//Al\l 
EA/TIRE WORLD OF LIVING 
0EIW&S WHOSE COWTIWUIA/G 
SURVIVAL ARE COWTINGE/VIT 
UPOIM A LOWE SPHERICAL 
BEACOIM... MAYBE A 
RESCUE SHIP... MAYBE A 
biPLORAATIC VESSEL 
CARRYING MEDIATORS FOR 
TWO GALAXIES PERCHED 
ON THE BRINK OF 
COSMIC U/AR.... 

WT DOW'T KWOIaJ 
WHAT THAT DEVICE 
IS!({ 


AW ETERNAL MONUMENT 
TO A GREAT DEAD RACE, 
OR A TIME-BOMB TICKIWfr 
AWAY THE LAST FLEETING 
MOMENTS OF LIFE FOR 
A UNIUBRSEII 



WE KNOW NOTHING ABOUT IT.. 
ASIDE FROM HAVING A FAIR 
CERTAINTY THAT, WHEN IT'S 
DESTROYED, IT'LL UNLEASH 
ENOUGH RAW ENERGY TO 
CONSUME THIS SHIP AND 
THE SEVEN OR EIGHT PLANETS 
NEAREST TO USj 


THE COSMIC SCHEME 
IS SET.. WHATEVER THE 
OUTCOME.TMERE'LL BE 
NO CHANGING IT NOW'f 



OH, WHY IS IT 

So DAMNED DIFFICULT FOR 
. YOU LESSER-DEVELOPED RACES 
TO UNDERSTAND THAT SURVIVAL 
ON A UNIVERSAL SCALE IS 
CONTINGENT UPON A FINITE 
BALANCE. .. M AWAREA/fSS 
AND, ABOVE All, A RESPECT 

FOR FORCES GREATER 
THAN OURSELVES... 

WHETHER THEY BE 
NATURAL FORCES,aR 
UVTELLIGENTLV 
DIRECTED! 
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I-I CAN'T BELIEl/E IT/ 1 
the: projectile UJE Flksb 

IS PPiSSINS THROUGH THf\T 


SPHERE... 

... trs AS IF IT UlSRE AM ^ 
ACTUAL PHYSICAL EXTENSIOM 
OF THE TIME-SPACE 
comtiMuumii 


Ijjea. LOV/ELT... s 
BUT HOU ARE ^ 
HUMAN 4 

PASSENGERS fa, 
AFFECTED1.V.1 M 

UlE'LLKNOU) ^ 
IN A MOMENT!! 

I KNEUI I 
SHOULDN'T HAVE 
\ ASKED!* 


iBRUUTrtER^r^^--^ 

THIS GUV COOLD 
MAKE A FORTUNE 
DOING SERMONETTES 
BACK HOME... 

UVIHAT A BUNCHA 

&ftRBA&EI» J 


I AM SORRY 
THAT I MOMENTARILY 
LOST CONTROL OF 
MYSELF, MY FRIEND... ^ 
Bin- EVEN IN THF i 
GREAT FRONTIER OF , 
SPACE, MAN MUST, 4 
FROM TIME TO TIME, ^ 
, UJALK AMONG THE APES! 
L ...AMD LEARN! ^ 


P^MAIIIVIG!! 

WE PASSEDTHROUGH 
IT WITH NO 

PHYSIOLOGICAL_/ 

DAMAGE OR I 
SIDE-EFFECT! ^ 

...AND WITHOUT ^ 

LOSING A MOWIENT 
I OF PRECIOUS J 

L Time*! 


TRUELV A 
DESTINY7WAT 
NEITHER OF , 
US CAN 
FATHOM HAS 
FAVORED . 
• USI A 


NEAT-O/ 


NOW, LET US TURN 
OUR ATTENTIONS 
HOMEWARD! 


























































































NEXT: “PROS” 








SPECIAL FEATURE 
(Continued from Centerfold) 

governmental bureau known only*as the ”Per- 
sonnel ^ept.” 12, Melvin Barns, everybody's 
favorite paranoic who provided a terrifying 
view of small-town espionage in ^^e ^^rtelso 
Birectory". 13-li;. The passengers of a run¬ 
away space shuttlecraft called "Ebccaliber," 
Mort Walker and the ^orbein, blazing a path 
through allegoric literature in a space-age 
parody of the "Lady of Shalott". Finally 1$ 
another space wayfarer, the Perfidious Rii- 
ddeas Phoom, created by Butch Bertram. The 
Phoom is a lone survivor of a long-dead race 
of beings who speak in rhyme and have the 
ability to give substance to men*sinnermost 
dreams and desires. The Phoom is scheduled 
for an early guest aopearance in "Ebccaliber". 


FINAL NOTE: A newly revised version of "The 
-A-ntiman" has gone well past initial planning 
stages and is scheduled for release roughly 
around the latter part of October. The new 
book, based on the original 1972 version,is 
scripted and drawn by Paul Cord el, who ^^rpote 
and embellished the original version. 


The Gallery of the 
Loretto-Hilton Center 
Webster College 
130 Edgar Road 
St. Louis, Mo. 63119 

JACK 

STEVENS 

collages 

and 

screen paintings 
November 4 to 30, 1973 

reception for the artist 
Monday, November 12 
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 

Gallery open during the 
regular academic day 
and during scheduled 
theatre performances. 



For Better Health 
See Your Doctor 

j & c 

REXALL DRUGS 

Phon« 539-3257 — FrMburf, III. 
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